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Figure 3. Overall Pesticide Evaluation Paradigm Used in eValuate.1

Overall Pesticide Evaluation 
Paradigm Used in eValuate

Figure 3, above, is a visual representation of the meth-
odology used in eValuate. The diagram depicts the 
process of balancing potential risks with the estimated 
benefits derived from usage of a specific pesticide. 
The benefits section is included to provide a complete 
picture of the assessment process followed by the 
U.S. EPA. The eValuate module does not describe the 
process of evaluating benefits or of evaluating risk to 
human health.

Characterizing Ecological Risk 

Ecological risk is characterized in the natural field 
context within which the pesticide is used. Figure 4 on 
page 16 is a presentation of the context of a pesticide 
risk assessment. Characterizing the ecological risk is 
a process of comparing an estimated ecological con-
centration with a laboratory toxicity concentration. If 
the exposure concentration exceeds the concentration 
shown in the laboratory to be toxic, some level of risk 
may be assumed. See page 17.
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